SATELLITE INDUSTRY NEWS

BHARTI ENTERPRISES’
SATELLITE TELECOM
SERVICE READY FOR

LAUNCH

Rajan Bharti Mittal, Vice Chairman of
Bharti Enterprises, announced that the
company’s satellite telecom service is ready for
rollout in India, pending government approval.

“In India, we are waiting for the
spectrum allocation to be done. Both our
stations are ready, one in Gujarat and one in
Tamil Nadu. The base stations are ready. So as
soon as we get permission, we will be launching
in India as well,” Mittal stated in an interview
with ANI at the World Economic Forum.

Bharti Enterprises has already launched 635 satellites
and is providing services in several global markets.

SPECTRUM ALLOCATION AND REGULATORY
DEBATE

On the ongoing debate regarding spectrum
allocation—whether it should be done through an
administrative process or an auction—Mittal reaffirmed
Bharti Airtel’s stance that satellite operators should pay
licensing fees and acquire spectrum via auctions, similar to
traditional telecom companies.

“We are advocating for a level playing field. Satellite
services play a crucial role in providing broadband
connectivity in remote areas where terrestrial networks
cannot reach. However, a balanced regulatory approach
is needed to ensure fair competition,” he explained.

Mittal also noted that Bharti Enterprises is awaiting
government recommendations on the matter before moving
forward.

SATELLITE SERVICES PRICING AND MARKET
FOCUS

Mittal emphasized that satellite telecom services will
be particularly beneficial for far-flung areas, rather than urban
centers where 4G and 5G networks are already well-
established.

“Satcom will deliver services to remote regions at a
reasonable price. The pricing model should reflect the need
for connectivity in underserved areas while aligning with
terrestrial network collaborations seen globally. We aim
to provide affordable services without inflating costs,” he
stated. W
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